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duced from the premises. If the major and minor premises are:

All men are mortal;
Socrates is a man;

the inevitable conclusion then is "Socrates is mortal."

Diagrams often aid deductive reasoning. An eighteenth cen-
tury Swiss mathematician, L. Euler, first used them. He pictured
syllogisms thus:

Since "all men are mortal,5' "men," shown by a small circle,
fall within the larger category of "mortal." Since "Socrates is a
man," "Socrates" belongs inside the "men" circle.

At a glance we now see Socrates must be included in the larger
circle "mortal."
Euler diagrams help most with difficult syllogisms. For ex-
ample, is the following reasoning correct?
All P's are S's;
Some P's are Q's;
Therefore some Q's are S's.